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HEALTH / P20 


TAKEA 


Our health walks will get you on 
your way to a fitter, healthier 2019 
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ENVIRONMENT /PIG 

GO GREEN 


2019 has been designated the Year of the 
Environment by Liverpool City Region 
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WELCOME TO WIRRAL 



There were smiles all round in January as the Duke and Duchess of Sussex - Harry and Meghan - met residents 
and visited a number of successful community projects during a visit to Birkenhead - full story, page 4 


CULTURE / P3 

GETTING 

ANIMATED 

Spectacular visual event to kick 
off Borough of Culture events 
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FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT 

Photographic display highlights 
slavery and human trafficking 
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LIFELONG 

LEARNING 

Make 2019 the year you sign up 
for adult learning opportunities 


ENTERTAINMENT /P13 

KING OF THE 
ONE-LINERS 

Floral Pavilion hosts quickftre 
comic Tim Vine in March 


LIBRARIES/ P21 

READ ALL 
ABOUT IT 

Bookstart scheme sets families 
on a ‘cradle to grave’ journey 
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January's visit to Birkenhead was the first time Harry and 
Meghan had visited the borough, but it was by no means the 
first time we had welcomed Royal visitors... 


more Royal visits to 
Wirral to remember 


TPS 


YOUR 


FOR KEEPING YOURSELF AND 


FAMILY SAFE ONLINE 


In recognition of Safer 
Internet Day on February 5 
we present these top tips for 
staying safe online: 

■ STAY IN CONTROL - people 
you only 'know 1 online are 
still strangers, even if you have 
been talking to them for a 


while. Don’t be pressured into 
doing something you don’t 
want to do. Tell someone if 
you see something that makes 
you uncomfortable. Know 
how to block those who offend 
you and how to report issues 
like bullying or inappropriate 
comments. 


■ PROTECT YOUR PERSONAL 
INFORMATION - including 
email, phone number, bank 
details and passwords. Be 
careful about which photos 
and videos you share online - 
avoid images of home, work, 
school or places you're assoch 
ated with. 


■ NOT EVERYTHING ONLINE 
IS TRUE - someone might lie 
about who they are, or tell you 
things that are untrue. Check 
information for yourself, or 
ask someone else for advice. 

■ CHECK CONTENT 15 APPRO¬ 
PRIATE for children and set 
parental controls 


dally prepared by Masterchef: 
the Professionals champion, 
Wirral's own Claire Lara. 

X Princess Rayah 
Birkenhead, 
i pritZOlH 

Princess Anne landed by help 
copter at Birkenhead Park to 
mark the park’s 169th birth¬ 
day. The Princess Royal met 
park manager Paul Davies, 
who said it was an honour. She 
then visited one of the UK's 
leading manufacturers Heap 
and Partners in Corporation 
Road for their 150th anniver¬ 
sary celebrations. 

4. Hu Ire ofCam¬ 
bridge, Seueomh e, 
September 2017 

Prince William rounded off a 
day of engageme nts in Mersey¬ 
side with a visit to Guinea Gap 
Baths. The Duke’s trip was 
to watch a series of activities 
in the pools which brought 
together three related patron¬ 
ages - the British Sub-Aqua 
Club (BSAC), English Schools 
Swimming Association and 
Swim England, formally Ama¬ 
teur S wi mining Association. 


I. Queen A Duke 
of Edinburgh, 
Wallasey July 1057 

Arriving at Wallasey Grove 
Road station, the Royal couple 
made their way to Wallasey 
Town Hall, welcomed by 
16,000 children lining their 
route. The Queen noted that 
the foundation stone of the 
Town Hall had been laid by 
her grandfather. King George 
V, while the Duke’s attention 
was drawn to the US and UK 
flags standing side by side at 
the top of the main staircase. 
Check out a video of the visit - 
youtu.be/1171BvJ4NpPQ 

2- Queen A Duke 
of Edinburgh, 

!Seu> Brighton, 
December 2011 

More than 500 people turned 
out on a bitterly cold De¬ 
cember day to wave Hags 
and cheer as the Royal party 
unveiled a commemorative 
plaque and took a tour of the 
revamped theatre, which 
had become symbolic of the 
resort’s impressive recent re¬ 
generation. The Royal couple 
enjoyed a lavish lunch, spe- 
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Do you want to be part of 
Borough of Culture year? 


A reprise of the 
amazing ‘Animated 
Square’ will be first 
highlight of a year¬ 
long celebration 

W IRRAL’S YEAR 3a Bor- 
ough of Culture for Liv¬ 
erpool City Region has officially 
started. An exciting line-up of 
extraordinary events inspired 
by discovery, exploration and 
the great outdoors has already 
been announced - with plenty 
of opportunities to be part of it. 

The team behind Wirral 
Borough of Culture want to 
involve as many individuals, 
organisations and commiini- 
ties as possible throughout 
2019. There is support on offer 
to deliver fantastic cultural 
events and projects in 2019 
and beyond, whether it's a 
one-off music performance, a 
drama project with children 
and young people, a visual arts 
exhibition or developing new 
collaborative relationships. 
There are also opportuni¬ 


ties to volunteer and make 
a positive impact on your 
community. Volunteers will 
play an active part in support¬ 
ing events, helping them to 
run smoothly and providing a 
fantastic welcome for Wirral 
residents and visitors. 

The first highlight will 
be Animated Square which 
was a huge hit during the Tall 
Ships weekend last year. On 23 
March, this updated version of 
the spectacular 3D projection 
onto Birkenhead Town Hall will 
also see a free family festival 
take place in Hamilton Square. 
More details about the event 
will be revealed very soon. 

The Borough of Culture 
initiative has been introduced 
by Liverpool City Region Com¬ 
bined Authority to encourage 
cultural activities, enable each 
borough to highlight the dis¬ 
tinctiveness of its people and 
places, and develop the skills 
and talents of residents. 

To register your interest in 
getting involved, please email 
c ult uretea m@ wi rral.gov.uk. 
For more information and to 
find out about the events an¬ 
nounced so far, visit imagine 
wirral.com. 
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Urban Splash signs up for dockland development 



NEW HOUSING developments 
at the Wirral Waters site in 
Wallasey's docklands are mov¬ 
ing forward at pace with two 
key announcements recently. 

Firstly, planning permission 
was granted in December for 
the ‘Wirral Waters One' scheme 
of 500 apartments to be built 
on the former East Float Dock. 

The Wirral Waters One 
development consists of a 
number of blocks varying 
in height between six and 13 
storeys. The scheme will also 
including a creche, gym and 


residents" lounge, as well as 
‘pocket parks’, courtyards, 
public squares and landscap¬ 
ing features between the build¬ 
ings. 20% of the homes -100 of 
them - will be affordable. 

Then in January, land¬ 
owners Peel L&P announced 
they had exchanged contracts 
w ith developers, Urban 
Splash, on a £55m project 
bringing Urban Splash’s 
modular homes concept to 
Merseyside for the first time. 

The Urban Splash 
development would see 347 


new homes built, with four 
different products being 
brought to Wirral Waters: 
House, Mansion House, 
Villa, and Fab House. Each 
of these has Lhe potential to 
be customised by purchas¬ 
ers before being created in a 
factory and delivered to site. 

On its website, Urban 
Splash is already inviting 
expressions of interest from 
people who may want to 
take advantage of the oppor¬ 
tunity to develop a property 
under this scheme. 


follow IIS oo /wirral council 
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royal visit 


Royal seal of approval for 
community projects 


A special day for 
people of all ages 
as Harry and 
Meghan visited 
Birkenhead 


H uge crowds welcomed 
the Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex to Wirrai in January 
with residents - young and old 
- lining up to catch a glimpse 
of the royal couple. 

Getting Wirral’s Borough 
of Culture year off to a Hying 
start, the couple unveiled a 
plaque at the new Wilfred 
Owen memorial in Hamilton 
Square and met veterans from 
Owen’s old school, Birkenhead 
Institute. 

I larry and Meghan then 
spent more than 45 minutes 
meeting the excited crowds, 
including around 300 lo¬ 
cal schoolchildren specially 
invited by Kensington Palace. 

One lucky child - the appro- 
prlately named Megan from 
St Werburgh's Primary School 
- even had Prince Harry sing 
‘Happy Birthday" to her to 
celebrate her ninth birthday! 

Children from Bidston 
Avenue Primary school gave 
father-to-be Harry a large 
teddy bear and one well- 
wisher asked Meghan, now 
six months pregnant, whether 
she w as looking forward to 
becoming a mother. 

Very much, 1 replied the 
Duchess, 'and 1 know for 
certain Harry will make a great 
Dad". Meghan, resplendent in 
a red coat and purple dress, 
added that she didn’t know- 
whet her she was expecting a 
boy or a girl but she was due to 
give birth in late April, which 
made headlines worldwide. 

The royal couple visited 
Tomorrow’s Women Wirrai, 
which offers support to more 



Euzzing: Young people il! iheHh'i meet the Royal visitors 


than 6,000 vulnerable local 
women on mental health, 
domestic abuse and addiction. 
The Duchess, a vocal cham¬ 
pion of women’s rights and 
empowerment, said: 'We 
really believe in the work that 
Tomorrow’s Women is doing. 

I laving spoken to all of you, 
we very much believe in each 
and every one o f you. 

'The courage that you 
have, the resilience that is be¬ 
ing built and just the journey 
that you keep continuing to 
take, you’re an inspiration to 
so many people. 1 

Before they left, Harry and 
Meghan were given a pair 
of knitted baby boots from 
members of the centre's knit¬ 
ting group. 

The Duke and Duchess also 
visited Number 7, a supermar¬ 
ket and community cafe which 
provides local families with 
discounted goods as well as 
advice on benefits, jobseeking 
and debt. Meghan presented 


U'e realty believe 
in the trorkyou 
are doing...you're 
an inspiration to 
so man}' people 


fellow expectant mother Angel 
Midgley with a large basket of 
baby goods, which led Harry to 
joke: 'Is there a baby in there?’ 

Their tour of Birkenhead 
culminated with a visit to Hive 
Youth Zone, where they were 
greeted by more flag waving 
residents. The couple enjoyed 
a performance from The Hive's 
junior dance troupe and 'Edge 
of Seventeen’ vocal group, 
and heard inspirational stories 
from some of the children who 
attend the vouth centre. 


Royal arrangement: The Dukeenjoyhtg meeting people at Tomorrow's Women Wirrai 


follow US GO /wirralcounciS 
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Exhibition brings modem 
slavery into sharp focus 


Photographic 
display on show 
for the first time in 
Merseyside at the 
Cherry Tree Centre 

A POWERFUL photographic- 
exhibition, created to 
help raise awareness of the 
issue of modern slavery and 
human trafficking, opened in 
Wirrai in January. 

Invisible People is a tour¬ 
ing exhibit, created by the 
National Crime Agency (NCA) 
and brought to life by award- 
winning photographer Rory 
Carnegie and human rights 
charity the Helen Bamber 
Foundation. 

It is currently on display 
at Wallasey's Cherry Tree 
shopping centre and will be 
in place until 26 February 


2019; available to view free of 
charge. 

The exhibition aims to 
recreate the lives of Invisible 
People and expose the reality 
of modern slavery. Three, 
two-metre backlit cubes bring 
this hidden crime into sharp 
focus, presenting images that 
are stark and provocative yet 
suitably subtle for public areas 
where children w ill see them. 

It has already been to 
15 different cities, including 
Glasgow', Bristol and Cardiff, 
as well as landmark London 
venues such as Westminster 
Abbey and Canary Wharf. 

Its visit to Wallasey will 
be the first time Merseyside 
residents will have had the 
chance to see it. 

The launch of the Invisible 
People exhibition acted as a 
pre-cursor to a multi-agency 
Modern Slavery Conference, 
which was hosted at the Floral 
Pavilion, New Brighton on 21 
January 2019. 
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Thought-prtivakingi The backlit tubes On display in 


Let’s talk about it - what is Prevent? 


OVER 1,000 WIRRAL profes¬ 
sionals who work with fami¬ 
lies, children or young people 
have been trained in Prevent. 
But what is Prevent? 

Prevent is part of the Gov¬ 


ernment’s counter-terrorism 
strategy to safeguard people 
and communities from the 
threat of terrorism. It aims 
to stop people who may be 
vulnerable to radicalisation 


becoming terrorists or sup¬ 
porting terrorism. 

At the heart of Prevent 
is safeguarding children and 
adults and providing early 
intervention to protect and 
divert people away from being 
drawn into terrorist activ¬ 
ity before any illegal activity 
takes place. 

There is no single profile 
of a person likely to become 
involved in extremism. 

This is why it is important 
that agencies and community 
groups are trained to iden¬ 
tify and provide support to 
individuals who are at risk of 
being draw n into terrorism. 

To date more than 1,000 
Wirrai professionals have 
undertaken Prevent training, 
with continuous support and 


guidance provided. 

The police play a signifi¬ 
cant role in Prevent, in much 
the same way as they do when 
taking a preventative ap¬ 
proach to other crimes. 

At the heart of everything 
is working with and support¬ 
ing all community groups, so¬ 
cial enterprises, faith groups, 
schools and partner agencies 
to identify and then provide 
tailored support and advice to 
vulnerable people. 

To find out more visit Lhe 
national website - "Let's Talk 
About It' - at www.ltai.info 
If you’re concerned about 
someone in your community 
call your local police force 
confidentially on 101 or the 
national reporting line on 
0800 789 321. 


HOLLYOAKS 
STORYLINE TO 
HIGHLIGHT 
PROBLEM 

CHANNEL 4 soap Hol¬ 
ly oaks will be featur¬ 
ing a storyline about 
radicalisation to raise 
awareness of the issue 
in the UK. 

The soap has worked 
with experts and chari¬ 
ties who work within 
this field to help teEE the 
story, where Ste, played 
by Kieron Richardson, 
becomes radicalised by 
newcomerjonny, played 
by former Brookside and 
X-Factor star, Ray Quinn. 



follow ns oo /wirrai council 
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Housing plan for key 
site in Birkenhead ■ 


Development 
on brownfield 
site would help 
meet government 
housing targets 

D erelict land in Birk- 
eft head town centre is 
being earmarked as the site of 
'modern, sustainable, public 
transport-connected' homes. 
Plans are being developed 
which would see the previous¬ 
ly derelict and underused land 
at Hind Street - between the 
Mersey Tunnel entrance and 
Green Lane and Birkenhead 
Central stations - regenerated 
for new housing. 

In turn, this will help to 
take pressure off Government 
targets for the Local Plan and 
the borough's Green Belt. 

The proposals would also 
see the tly-overs on the ap¬ 
proach to the Birkenhead 
Queensway Tunnel finally 
removed to improve access 
to Birkenhead town centre, 
Birkenhead Central Station, The 



Uiiiti&d: Tfu- site uf ihii fitrnurrgtiawirrkx tVufti jsudjt Ik? occupied by homing 


Pyramids and the potential new 
homes. The move comes after 
Wirral Council took possession 
of the land from the I lomes and 
Communities Agency. 

The Hind Street area, 
which is to the south of 
Birkenhead town centre, has 
been vacant and underused 
for many years and presents 


a very poor impression of the 
borough to those arriving 
from the tunnels. 

Now it is back in Coun¬ 
cil control, this site will be 
combined with land already 
in Council ownership to give 
us an opportunity to develop 
hundreds of new homes on a 
brownfield site, which would 


bring residents back into the 
heart of the town and help 
add a vibrant, new commu¬ 
nity in Birkenhead. 

Council officers will also 
be asked to work with other 
landowners in the vicinity to 
explore ways to provide a new 
link road connecting the A41 
to the town centre. 


Fees will help keep public toilets open 


FOLLOWING A threat of 
closure to many public toilets 
across the country, Wirral 
Council has committed to 
keeping public toilets open. 

I lowever, to do so there is 
a need to introduce a small 
charge to contribute to the 
overall maintenance and op¬ 
eration of the facilities. 

Work will begin to install 
the turnstiles and meters on 
29 January, but charges won’t 
begin until 4 March. 

From 4 March there will 
be a charge of 30p per visit 
for using the public facili¬ 


ties at West Kirby Marine 
Lake, Moreton Garden Lane, 
Leasowe Common, Harrison 
Drive and 1 loyle Road. 

The intro¬ 
duction of 
charges is 
being rolled 
out in phases 
with these 
five locations 
the first to 
have charges 

introduced. lOp & 20p will 
be accepted, with no change 
given. West Kirby will have a 
turnstile that will accept coins 


but will also be designed to 
offer contactless payment. 

Councils are not obliged 
to provide public toilets and 
many areas 
have stopped 
providing 
B them alto- 
’I gether. 
However, 
Wirral rec¬ 
ognises their 
importance to our 
communities, therefore intro¬ 
ducing charges was the only 
way we could continue to pro¬ 
vide this facility. Income from 


the charges w ill contribute to 
the service running costs and 
help contribute to the future 
upgrading of the other public 
toilets that require improve¬ 
ment works. 

Works to install the turn¬ 
stile at West Kirby will begin 
on Tuesday 29 January and 
during this time the toilets 
will be temporarily closed. 
We apologise in advance 
for any inconvenience. The 
installation of door meters at 
the other four sites will have 
minimum disruption during 
the installation. 



A NEW STUDY has re¬ 
vealed that children in 
England are having around 
2,800 sugar cubes more 
than they should each year 
- that’s more than double 
the maximum recommend¬ 
ed amount. 

Change4Life has 
launched a new campaign 
to encourage families to 
'make a swap when you 
next shop 1 to help them cut 
back on sugar. 

1 lere are some top swap 
tips to get you started: 

Go bananas - Instead 
of ice cream for pud¬ 
ding, why not try our 
super-easy, one-ingredient 
banana 'nice' cream? 

Be a role model - Your 
kids will copy you, so try to 
set a good example. If they 
see you shunning the sugar 
and drinking healthier 
drinks, they will too! 

■ Everyday swaps - Did 
you know cake bars can 
have up to 3 sugar cubes? 
Keep them for special 
occasions, not for every 
day, and swap for fruited 
teacakes or malt loaf. 

Scan the barcode - Use 
the free Change4Life Food 
Scanner app to find out 
what's really in the food 
you’re buying. 

Check the label - Most 
products have traffic light 
labels, usually on the from 
of the pack. Pick ones that 
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It's never too late to 
return to learning 


Wirral Lifelong 
Learning Service 
offers something 
for everyone aged 
19 and above 

I F YOU WANT to freshen up 
your CV or gain a new quali¬ 
fication in 2019, why not look 
into starting an adult learning 
course or workshop? 

Wirral Lifelong Learning 
Service offers both free and 
affordable short courses for 
people aged 19 years and over. 

Learning with the team’s 
professional, friendly and 


quail lied tutors can help you 
get a job, update your skills, 
get into volunteering, or 
prepare you for further educa- 
tion. It’s also a great way to 
meet new people and get into 
a new hobby, which is why 
more than 2,000 people in 
Wirral choose to learn in this 
way every year. 

Those learning with Wir¬ 
ral Lifelong Learning Service 
can expect engaging classes 
and high quality training, 
plus support and guidance for 
reaching their goals. Tutors 
provide regular feedback and 
assessments so students know 
how well they're doing, and can 
offer good links to work, volun¬ 
teering and further learning. 

Courses and workshops are 


on oiler in English and Maths, 
from functional skills to "step up 1 
Options, plus opportunities to 
team up with Literacy Buddies. 

The service also offers 
British Sign Language courses 
and computer qualifications 
such as Essential Skills and 
Microsoft Office, alongside day 
courses in gardening, horticul¬ 
ture and floristry, 

Courses for 2019 are enroll¬ 
ing now 1 at venues across Wir¬ 
ral, including; 

The Lauries Centre, Birkenhead 
Leasowe Nursery School 
and Family Centre 
Bebington Library- 
Serpentine Rd Family Church 

One resident who enrolled 
on a course in sewing skills 


explains how it helped her in a 
number of different ways. 

Joey MuEHneux said: The 
sewing course helped to chill 
me out. It s therapeutic; it’s 
made me more confident and 
keeps my mind off family prob¬ 
lems. It’s given me a hobby and 
saves me a lot of money. 

Td love Logo on and 
design and make swimming 
costumes. My tutor recom¬ 
mended a Diploma in Fashion 
at Liverpool City College as a 
possible next step. I'm cur¬ 
rently making items for a new 
business venture - a dog hotel!’ 

Visit w w w.w ir ral .gov.u k/ 
lifelonglearning, call the team 
on 0151 630 3486, or email 
I ifelonglear ning@wirral.gov. 
uk to find out more. 


Families urged to 
get more active 


RESEARCH SHOWS that 21.7% 
of children and young people 
in Wirral are active for 60 
minutes or more, every day, 
higher than the average 17.5% 
of children nationally. 

The data comes from a 
report by Sport England pre¬ 
senting outcomes of research 
from the Active Lives Children 
and Young People Survey for 
the academic year 2017/18. 

According to the findings, 
children who are active for 60 
minutes or more every day 
are meeting the current Chief 
Medical Officer’s (CMO) guide¬ 
lines for sport and physical 
activity nationally. 

Data is presented for 
children and young people in 
school Years Ml (ages 5-16) in 
England and broken down by 
local authority. 

The report presents the 
overall levels of activity both 
at and outside school, summa¬ 


rising the picture of engage¬ 
ment by key demographics, 
as well as the types of activity 
being undertaken. 

With a sample of over 
130,000 respondents, the 
report gives a comprehensive 
view of children and young 
people’s activity levels across 
local authorities in England. 

At the same time, 32.9% of 
children and young people are 
active for less than 30 minutes 
per day on average, nationally. 

In light of the report , 
released in December 201S, 
health and wellbeing organisa¬ 
tions across Wirral are en¬ 
couraging families to develop 
regular activity habits around 
their everyday routines. 

The report's timely release 
coincides with a time of year 
when many people, including 
young families, are motivated 
by the start of a new yeajr, or 
resolutions to be more active. 



THEY MIGHT serve places 
around 4,000 miles apart, 
but there was much com¬ 
mon ground to be found 
when Wi real's Mayor hosted 
the Mayor of Wixom, Michi¬ 
gan at the start of this year. 

Richard Ziegler and his 
wife Melody were visiting 
family in Bebington over 
Christmas. Having recent¬ 
ly been elected Mayor of 


his hometown, which is 
near Detroit, Richard was 
keen to compare notes 
about his duties with Wir- 
ral's Mayor. 

Cllr Geoffrey Watt and 
is wife Anne invited the 
Zieglers to his parlour at 
Wallasey Town Hal where 
over a cup of tea they dis¬ 
cussed civic duties on op¬ 
posite sides of the Atlantic 


NHSTRUST 
GOES EVEN 
GREENER 

WIRRAL Community NHS 
Foundation Trust has 
been awarded internation¬ 
al accreditation for being 
en v ir unmentally-fr Send ly 
at three more of its bases 
- Fender Way, Prenton 
Clinic and The Highfield 
CentFe. They join St Cath¬ 
erine’s Health Centre in 
having the prestigious ISO 
14001-2015 award for going 
green. The accreditation 
follows an intensive audit 
of the Trust’s environmen¬ 
tal credentials. 


WORK BEGINS 
ON EXTRA 
CARE SCHEME 

A SENSORY garden de¬ 
signed to improve qual¬ 
ity of life for people with 
dementia is just one of the 
features being developed 
at Barncroft. Construction 
work has started on site at 
the £3.4 million Extra Came 
development in Pensby, the 
first dedicated independ¬ 
ent living scheme for over 
55s to be built in Wirral by 
Magenta Living. 

CHARITY 
DRIVE OFF 
TO A FLYER 

THE HIVE raised more 
than £S,Q0Q to help fund 
a special project aimed at 
building confidence and 
positive body image for 
young women, after hold¬ 
ing a prestigious Ladies’ 
Lunch event at Thornton 
1 lall I Hotel. The event was 
part of The Hive T s ongo¬ 
ing bid to raise a total of 
£25,000 for its Bee Your¬ 
self project. 


follow us oo /wirral council 
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Looking out for each other 


Initiative which 
better connects 
communities 
proving a big hit 
with residents 

M ore than 4,200 wir- 

ral families are actively 
promoting themselves as 
'Good Neighbours' and making 
a public demonstration that 
they are ready to provide help 
and support to people who live 
nearby should they be in need. 

That's how many properties 
are currently displaying an Tm 
A Good Neighbour 1 sticker in 
their front windows as a result 
of efforts to connect communi¬ 
ties over the past 12 months. 

As a result of the Good Neigh¬ 
bour Champions Scheme and 


the work of a team of ^com¬ 
munity connectors’, many 
residents are already feeling 
the benefits of having identi¬ 
fied good neighbours in their 
street, on their block or down 
the road. 

This could as simple as two 
neighbours just saying hello 
to each other, to a group of 
residents coming together to 
decide how best to tackle a 
local issue. More interaction 
between residents can help pre¬ 
vent a resident feeling isolated 
at a very early stage, increase 
the feeling of safety within 
a neighbourhood, plus help 
people feel valued and part of 
their community, and promote 
a greater community spirit. 

The scheme has been 
promoted through an inten¬ 
sive campaign of'boots on 
the ground’ - the 'Connect 
Us' community connectors 
engage with residents on their 


doorsteps in neighbourhoods 
across Wirral. 

Thousands of doors have 
been knocked on over the last 
year as the community con¬ 
nectors explained the scheme 
to residents. The 4,200 stick¬ 
ers that are now currently on 
display represents an excel¬ 
lent return for their efforts 
and feedback received so far 
from a number of individuals 
and communities suggests 
even greater support. 

One resident w ho took a 
sticker also asked about help 
for her 21-year-old grandson, 
Connect Us arranged an 
appointment with him and 
found out he felt extremely 
isolated as a result of low 
self-esteem. 

After linking in with 
Connect Us, and then on 
to the ReachOut service, 
within a month the man 



had been helped into a job. 


On shew; COnnectmgCOmmunilies 



Pruning 
your garden 
this winter? 


Let us do the hard work and take 
away your garden waste for just 
£18 until 31st May 2019, 

That's less than £2 per collection. 

Terms and Conditions apply 
www.wirraLgov.uk/gardenwaste 
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feature 


Stepping 
out of the 
shadows 


New laws around 
coercive behaviour 
are leading to 
greater levels of 
recorded crime 

R ATES OF reported coercive 
and controlling beha v iou r 
in Wirral have risen dramati- 
tally since legislation was put in 
place to address it in 2015. 

Coercive and controlling 
behaviour is a range of acts 
or behaviours adopted by an 
abuser to control, intimidate 
and subordinate their victim. 

Figures from Merseyside 
Police show recorded rates 
rose from just 10 reports in 
2016 to 106 in 2018 - which is a 
rise of more than 1000%. 

The rise comes as no 
surprise to the local authority 
and domestic abuse partners 
as much work by the Wirral 
Domestic Abuse Alliance has 
focused on supporting survi¬ 
vors to report abuse. Support 
organisations believe the rise 
is due to more survivors com¬ 
ing forward, rather than the 
problem itself getting worse. 


Some common examples 
of coercive behaviour include, 
isolating someone from friends 
and family; depriving some¬ 
one of basic needs such as 
food; monitoring someone via 
online communication tools or 
spyware; or controlling what a 
person does or wears. 

Detective Superintendent 
Richie Salter from Merseyside 
Police Protecting Vulnerable 
People Unit said: The rise 
in Wirral is replicated across 
Merseyside and nationally. 
This offence came into being 
in 2015 and has resulted in 
some significant custodial 
sentences and an increase in 
reporting as victims and the 
wider community recognise 
these patterns of behaviour. 

‘We would expect to see a 
further increase as people get 
an even greater understand¬ 
ing of the issue." 

If you’ve been the victim 
of domestic abuse, or are 
concerned for someone who 
is, you can visit www.itsnever 
okwirral.org for information 
about the local resources and 
services available. 

In an emergency, if you're 
concerned for your own or 
someone else"s immediate 
wellbeing, always dial 999. 


The Invisible chains' of coercive 
and controlling behaviour 


MAKING COERCIVE control 
a criminal offence marked a 
huge step forward in tack¬ 
ling domestic abuse. 

Coercive control works 
to limit their human rights 
by depriving them of their 
liberty and reducing their 


ability for action. Experts 
like Evan Stark liken it to 
being taken hostage, saying 
‘the victim becomes captive 
in an unreal world created 
by the abuser, entrapped in 
a world of confusion, contra¬ 
diction and fean’ 



“They didn’t mean 
it, they always say 
they’re sorry and 
bring me flowers.” 


Abusers can be very charming. Using 
gifts to buy affection can be a form 
of coercion. Coercive and controlling 
behaviour is a form of abuse. 


#itsneverok 

itsneverokwirral.org 
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Is your bench listed? 



Council will make 
sure all memorials 
will be managed 
according to 
owners’ wishes 

O NE OF THE most 

sensitive considerations 
in designing a new flood 
defence wall for West Kirby 
is how to manage the many 
memorial benches that are in 
place across the length of the 
promenade. 

The location of the new wall 
will mean that many of these 
benches will have to be moved. 

This is a sensitive subject 
as many of those benches 
have been provided on behalf 
of - and act as memorials for - 
many people who have passed 
away and for whom West 
Kirby was a special place. 

This is why Wirral Council 
is w orking to build up a 
definitive list of which benches 
belong to who and who is 
celebrated by them in order to 
find out what people want to 
see happen to each memorial 
It could be that they would 


like seating and memorial to be 
re-provided within the design 
of the new wall. Maybe they 
will want to relocate the whole 
bench to a different place or 
keep it at home with them. 

Whatever owners of these 
benches want, the council will 
make every effort to do. No 
bench or memorial plaque will 
be discarded - even if their 


owners cannot immediately 
be traced, they will be kept in 
storage. 

We've already made a 
strong start on mapping all 
of the benches and recording 
details of the memorial plaques 
and have cross referenced this 
against the list of bench orders 
and who they belong to. 

But gaps in our knowledge 


remain, so we d love to hear 
from you if know you have a 
memorial on a bench along 
South Parade in West Kirby so 
we can make sure your wishes 
for the memorial and/or 
bench are taken care of when 
the new wall is built. 

Con tact WK FA@ w irra 1 .go v. 
uk to let us know about your 
memorial bench. 


CHILDREN'S 

SERVICES 

RECRUITING 

VOLUNTEERS 

VOLUNTEERING can 
improve your health and 
wellbeing and can also be 
a great way to maintain 
your skills, help reduce 
social isolation, get Into 
work and give you a sense 
of self-worth and value. 

If you have a few 
spare hours a week, local 
NHS children's services 
are on the look-out for 
more help. 

Volunteering can 
provide an additional 
layer ofsupport to 
families under NHS care. 
Maybe you would like 
to give them a warm 
welcome when they 



FINAL DESIGN WILL BE INFLUENCED BY LOCALS 


A SERIES OF consultation 
events for West Kirby 
residents are taking place 
shortly where they will be 
asked for their views on what 
a new flood defence barrier 
to be built along South 
Parade w ill look like. 

The contractor appointed 
to work with Wirral Council 
to build the 1.1km flood wall, 
AECGM, will host a series 
of workshops in the town in 
the next few weeks to give 
local people the chance to 
comment on a number of 
potential design options. 

Access points, materials, 
aesthetics and integrated 


features, such as seating, 
will all be under discussion 
during the workshops as 
AECOM prepare a final design 
proposal to submit to the 
planning authority. 

Once approved, 
construction work will last 
up to six months after which 
homes and businesses along 
South Parade will enjoy greater 
protection from flood waters. 

The flood alleviation 
scheme, which aims to 
protect the resort from 
flooding well into the next 
century, was boosted by the 
approval of a El,7m grant 
from the Environment 


Agency last year. 

The scheme proposes the 
construction of a 1.1km new 
floodwall running along South 
Parade between Rlversdale 
Road and Sandy Lane. 
Supported by capital funding 




from Wirral Council and a 
Local Levy of £500,000, the 
scheme will cost in the region' 
of Om in total. 

By today 's estimate, up to 
70 homes and 23 businesses 
in West Kirby that have a 
0.5% chance of flooding in 
any year will be protected 
by the new floodwall. 

Over the next 100 years as 
climate change continues to 
cause sea levels to rise, the 
new floodwall will reduce 
flood risk to 567 homes and 
104 businesses, effectively 
safeguarding West Kirby 
town centre from flooding 
from the sea. 


come to clinks? 

Perhaps you could 
play with children to 
occupy them during 
appointments, allowing 
practitioners to talk to 
parents/ carers? How 
about helping parents 
weigh their babies in 
baby clinic? Or would 
you prefer to help with 
administrative duties? 

There are dozens 
of ways you could help 
support NHS staff and 
the families they care for. 
Volunteers are needed 
to help at our bases in 
Bromborough, Wallasey, 
Greasby and Birkenhead, 
supporting services 
across all communities. 
Email foryouwithyou@ 
nhs.net for more details. 


follonus GO /wirralcouncil 























Animal magic 


E XPECT suave penguins, 
nervous giraffes, rapping 
zebras and party-loving lemurs 
as MADAGASCAR: THE MUSI¬ 
CAL gallops its way to the 
Floral Pavilion, 

2016 winner of X Factor 
Matt Terry will play Alex the 
Lion, who escapes from New 
York's Central Park Zoo u r ith 
his crack-a-lackin 1 friends 
Marty the Zebra, Mel man the 
Giraffe and Gloria the Hippo, 
The fab four embark on a 


magical journey toKingju- 
1 ten's Madagascar, where they 
are welcomed to the jungle 
by a horde of wild creatures, 
both carnivorous and caring! 

Audiences will have no 
choice but to Move it, Move 
If and clap their hands, paws, 
hooves or flippers, to the latest 
smash-hiL musical from Dream¬ 
works ('Shrek The Musical’). 

The show runs from Tue 
19 to Sat 23 March, 7pm, with 
matinees at 2.30pm on Wed 


MORE THAN 
JUST BOOKS 

: rom Dutch indie pop to 
Harry Potter at Wirral 
Libraries this month. 

O see Listings 


HIGH SPIRITS 

Catch Noel Coward's 
Blithe Spirit at the Little 
Theatre in Birkenhead. 
O carl ton I it tie 
theatre.co.uk 


OH ROMEO 

Shakespeare but 
not as you know it! 
O see page 12 


1 BEYOND 
THE LABEL 

Don't miss the 
Spider Project at 
the Williamson. 
O seepage 12 


THE LION 
IN WINTER 

Bebington Dramat¬ 
ic Society perform 
at the Gladstone. 

O see page 14 


and Sat, Tickets are £20 - 
£35 with group discounts 
also available. To book visit 
floralpa v ilion.com. 

■ WIN TWO 
TICKETS to 
the opening 
night of 
Madagascar 
- The Musi¬ 
cal on Tue 
19 March. 

See pl4 for 
details 
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WHAT'S ON, WHEN & WHERE 




THE MAGIC OF MOTOWN 
FRII FEB.730ptn. £29.50i£27.50 

Celebrating Lhe music of Mar¬ 
vin Gaye, Diana Ross, Stevie 
Wonder, The Temptations, The 
Supremes and many more! 

floralpav ilion.com 



THE BIG ROOM -3 BANDS LIVE 
FRI 1 FEB. Spin. 15 

Modjango, Biscuit Tin Circus 
and Gaddo & Alexis, play in 
this regular Later withjools 
Holland style evening in which 
bands play in rotation. 
heswallhall.co.uk 

SHOWADDYWADDV 
SAT 2 FEB, 7.30pm. £24.50 
Sing along to ‘Under The Moon 
of Love', ‘Three Steps to I Ieaven r , 
Tley Rock &. Roll" and more! 
floralpavilioit.com 


MET OPERA: CARMEN 

SAT 2 FEB, BSSpm. £21.50|£I9.50 

Mezzo-soprano Clementine 
Margaine plays opera’s ulti¬ 
mate seductress in this screen¬ 
ing of Bizet’s masterpiece. 

ne\vbdghton.lightdm^ mas.co.uk 

HOW WE LOOK EXH IBITION 
SAT 2 FEB-SUN 17 MAR 
Annual WirraJ Met Fellow¬ 
ship w ith work by Louis Jeck 
Prestidge and Jonathan Benson. 
wUllantsonartgallefy.org 



KEITH JAM ES- 

THE MUSIC OF CAT STEVENS 
SAT 2 FEB, 7.45pm. £12 

Loving versions of the timeless 
classics. Proceeds to UNICEF's 
Syrian Children s appeal, 
westkirby'ariscetitre.org. uk 


THE RUBBISH SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY: ROMEO & JULIET 
SUN 3 FEB, 2.30pm. £9.501 £7.50 

Enemies, balconies, kissing and 
sausage rolls? Shakespeare’s 
epic tale of star-crossed lovers 
has been ‘Rubbished’3 

gladstouetheatre.org.uk 



CHRIS BARBER BIG BAND 
SUN 3 FEB, 7.30pm. £231 £21 
The jazz legend performs Bour¬ 
bon Street Parade', ‘When the 
Saints Go Marching In’ and more, 
ftoralpavll ion .com 

BLITHE SPIRIT 
TUE 5 - SAT 9 FEB. £9 | £7 
Noel Coward’s comedy classic 
about a cantankerous novelist 
and the ghost of his wife. Carl¬ 
ton Little Theatre, Birkenhead. 
carlturtiittIeLheatre.cn.uk 


HARRY POTTER BOOK NIGHT 
THU 7 FEB, 6 - 7pm 
Treasure hunt and magical 
activities at Bebington Central 
Library and West Kirby Library. 
Dress code: Harry Potter fancy 
dress. Places are limited so 
please book at the library. 
facebook.com ,/\v i rral libra riex 


WALLASEY LEISURE PAINTERS 
FRI 8 FEB. 10am. £5 per month 

Weekly amateur group. Water¬ 
colour, oil, acrylic and pastel, 
Wallasey Central Library, 

01516392334 



MERSEY BELLES AND BEAUS 
SAT 9 FEB, 7.45pm. £8 
Ukulele ensemble play vintage 
favourites and retro pop, 
westkirbyartscentre.org.uk 


MUSIC OF THE NIGHT 
SAT 9 FEB, 7.30pm. £10 

West Kirby Light Opera Society 
perform all your favourite songs 
from the musicals of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber. 

hesw allhall .co.uk 

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB 
MON II FEB, 2 -4pm 

Free dub for over 50s at St 
John's Church Centre, Meols, 

01516325011 



SOPHIE KINSELLA 
TUE 12 FEB, 7pm. £7 (redeem¬ 
able against the hook). 

The best-selling author talks 
about her latest book Owe You 
One’. Linghams, 1 feswalL 

linghams.eo.uk 

ARTY ADVENTURERS 



BEYOND THE LABEL 
SAT 2 FEB - SUN 17 MAR 

The Spider Project 
presents an exhibi¬ 
tion of film, music, 
photography, 
sculpture and 
more, promot¬ 
ing the power of 
the community. 
Williamson Art 
Gallerv. 
williamson 
artgailery. 
org ^ ^ 


PIPBLOM 

SUN 3 FEB, 2.30pm. £8 

Catchy dutch indie pop comes 
to Birkenhead Library! See 
article on page 21. 

seetickets.com 




DAD'S ARMY RADIO SHOW 
WED 3DJAN, 7.30pm. 

£15 | £13 

Celebrating 50 years of 
Perry and Croft's quintes¬ 
sential sitcom, two actors 
play 25 characters in this 
brilliant staging of classic 
radio scripts based on the 
original TV series, 
gladstonetheatre.org.uk 


CIRCUS OF HORRORS 
WED 6 FEB,730pm. £20|£18 

Rock show and daredevil cir¬ 
cus act that made the finals 
of Britain’s Got Talent. 
gladstonetheatre.org.uk 

DEARZOO 

TIR17FERO0prti&330pm 
FRI S FEB, Ilam & 

2pm. £14.50 

Stage adaptation 
of the timeless 
children’s 
book, 
iloralpa- 
vilfcm. 
com 

I 


FOURTH QUARTER 
FRI 3 FEB, 7.30pm. £6 
Talented singer 


songwriter 


Leo me Jakob I 
IS joined by 
comedians Che 


Burnley, Mike 


Carter, Aaron Wood 


and Paul Campbell. 

westkirbyartsceritre.org.yk 


LAUGHTERHOUSE LIVE 
SAT 9 FEB, Spur £24 

Another amazing 
night of en¬ 
tertainment 
featuring 
seven giants 
of comedy, 
floraipavil 
ion.com 


WED 13 FEB. 1030 - 11.30am 

Art for children under 5 with 
puppets, toys and songs. 

Lady Lever Art Gallery. 

llverpoolmuseums. 
org.uk/ladylever 


LINE 

DANCING 
WED 13 FEB. 
IO-llam.14 

Weekly class at the 
Delamere Centre, 
Birkenhead. All 
ages and abili¬ 
ties welcome. 
07939 489 248 


MANDY MUDEN'S 
CUNNING STUNTS 
WED 2D FEB, 7.30pm. £19 

Amazing tricks, razor 
sharp wit and audience 
participation from the 
'Britain's Got Talent' 
magician, Simon Cowell: 
'You're very unique.,, and 
very naughty too. r 
fioralpavilson.com j i 


Find out what's on at wirralview,com 
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what’s on 






GAELFORCE DANCE 

SUN 17 FEB, 7.30pm. £22 [ £20 

A celebration of Irish dance, 
music and song, telling the 
story of how a chance meeting 
sparks an ill-fated affair where 
broken loyalties tear two broth' 
ers apart. 
flora Ipavil 
Ion. 
com 


CIRCUS SKILLS 

TUE 19 FEB, 1 - 3pm 

Circus skills workshop inspired 

by the Foskett Family Circus, 

Spaces limited. 

LiverpoolniiLseuitis.org.tik/ 

lady lever 

ROH: DON QUIXOTE (12A) 
TUE19 FEB, 7 . 15 prtL OB.9S1E14.95 

Lavish ballet filmed live at the 
Royal Opera House with aston- 
ishing ballet technique, 

new brighton.lighi 
cinemas.co.uk 

THE AMAZING ADVEN¬ 
TURES OF PINNOCHIG 
THU 21 FEB, 1.30pm. 
i £13.501 £11.50 | 

£46 (family) 

Musical of t he 
much-loved classic 
- with no strings 
attached! 
flora Ipavil ion. 
com 


fta-WhaTsOn' i&ls visit 
ia irrah toVGJil j/tums 


SOUVENIRS FROMTHE FAR EAST 
THU 21 FEB, 7 - 8.30pm. £3 

Dr Brigitte jurack explores the 
Williamsom's collection of art 
from China, Korea and Japan, 
w illiaittsonartgallery.org 

WHITNEY-QUEEN 
OF THE NIGHT 
FRI22 FEB, 7„30prtl 
£26.501 £24.50 

Award-winning 
show celebrating 
the music of one 
of the greatest 
singers of all 
time. Sing along 
to 3 Wanna 
Dance With 
Somebody j T 
w ill Always 
Love You' and S 
many more! 
floralpavll 
ion com 


A LESSON FROM THE PAST 
SAT 23 & SUN 24 FEB. 6.30pm 
(matinee 2pm on SUN). £8 
Musical drama about the 1810 
Hoylake Lifeboat disaster Pro¬ 
ceeds to the RNL1. 
weslkirby arlscentTe.org.uk 

More events overleaf... 


TIM VINE: 

SUNSET MILK IDIOT 
FRI 8 MAR, 8pm. £25.50 

Expect quick Fire one- 
liners, homemade props 
and daft ditties galore 
from the utterly crazy but 
utterly hilarious Tim Vine. 
r A symphony of silly' - 
The Times. * 

floralpavilion.com 


% 


Find out what's on at wirraiview.com 


MIRANDA SYKES 
SAT 16 FEB T 7.45pm. £12 

Acclaimed singer/song writer 
and bassist with Show of 
Hands, performs songs from 
her powerful new r album 
‘Behind The Wall’. 

l irdiLTL I rl c 


MILLION 
DOLLAR MEN 
SAT 16 FEB. 8pm. £23.50 

Your favourite scenes from 
Magic Mike recreated with 
fire-breathing, breakdanc¬ 
ing and aerial performances. 
Includes glass of Prosecco. IS+. 
flora Ipav illon.com 


have three crucial home 
matches this month in 
their quest for promotion: 

TUE 5 FEB, v Northamp¬ 
ton Town, 7.45pm kick off 
SAT 9 FEB, v Stevenage, 
3pm kickoff 
SAT 23 FEB, v Notts 
County, 3pm kick off 


FUNHOUSE COMEDY 
SAT 16 FEB, 7.30pm. £12 

A night of comedy with Nick 
Page (English Comedian of the 
year 2017), Larry Dean and 
Danny Posthill. 
gladslonetheatre.org.uk 

SERENADES ON SUNDAYS 
SUN 17 FEB, 3 - 4.30pm. £6 

The DelFArte Bass Section 
at I leswall United Reformed 
Church. Plus tea and cakes. 
07867528034 


PORT SUNLIGHT ORCHESTRA 
SUN 17 FEB. 2.30pm - 3.30pm 

Classical music in Lady Lever’s 
beautiful Main 1 fall. Free. 
liverpoolmuseuTtis.urg.uk/ 
ladylever 

COME DANCING: BROMBOR¬ 
OUGH PENSIONERS CLUB 
MON 18 FEB 2-4pm. £2 
Learn sequence dances every 
Monday at St Barnabas Scout 
Hall, Bromborough. 

0151334 0621 


LIVE BREATHE & DANCE 2019 
TUE 19 FEB, 2.30pm and 
7.30pm.£13.50 | £11.50 

Impressive showcase from 
Wallasey School of Ballet, 
established over 70 years ago. 

floralpav II ton.com 


MEMORIES AFTERNOON TEA 
WED 13 FEB. 2-4pm 

Two Penny Piece perform at 
this free dementia friendly 
event. Irby Branch Library. 

01516481348 

THE CONCOURSE SINGERS 
AT WEST KIRBY LIBRARY 
THU 14 FEB, 2.30 - 4pm. £3.50 

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with 
afternoon tea and live music. 
01516062665 

CYBER FRIDAY 

FRI 15 FEB, lOam - 12pm 

Need any help with your laptop, 
mobile or tablet? Irby library. 

0151648 1348 


You cart see a Hollywood legend in Che flesh when 
Dame Joan Collins appears at the Floral on SAT 23 
FEB, 7.30pm. The actress will reveal stories and 
secrets from her long career and there will also 
be a Q&A. Tickets £31.50-E46.50. PLEASE NOTE: 
This show has been rescheduled from Septem¬ 
ber 2018 -original tickets are still valid. 
floralpavilion.com 






LADY VANISHES 


MflfN 25 FEB - SAT 2 MAR, 7.30pm (Matinee Wed & Sat at 
2.30pm). Tickets £24.50 - £30.50. 

ADAPTATION of the much loved Alfred Hitchcock thriller. 
Socialite Iris is traveling home on the train when her 
travelling companion Miss Froy suddenly disappears. Iris 
is perplexed to find that all of the other passengers deny 
ever having seen her. She turns detective and gets drawn 
into a complex web of European intrigue, as she tries to 
solve the mystery of why the lady vanished. 
floralpavilion.com 
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Expect life stories and exclusive tales - and perhaps 
a few cleaning tips - as the expert cleaner and star of 
r How Clean Is Your House? 1 KIM WOODBU RN comes to 
Gladstone Theatre on Sunday 3 March, 7.30pm, Kim also 
finished runner-up on 'I'm A Celebrity... Get Me Out Of 
Here!' in 2009 and was a finalist in the 2017 series of 
'Celebrity Big Brother'. Tickets for the show are £20. 
gladstonetheatre.org.uk 


com 


CHINESE NEW YEAR AT 
LADY LEVER ART GALLERY 
SC IV 24 FEB 

BBC Radio Merseyside Orient 
Express presenter Billy 1 Jui will 
talk about Chinese New Year 
(lliSam & 12.15pm), and there 
will be exciting lion dances at 
lpm, 2pm and 3pm. Enjoy a 
traditional dance by Wirral Chi¬ 
nese Association at 3,45pm. 
llverpoolmtiseurns.org.uk/ 
ladylever 


DRAWN FROM LIFE EXPERIENCE 
WED 27 FEB - SUN 24 MAR 

Wirral artist Jonathan Kennedy's 
drawings transforms everyday 
objects into beautiful shapes 
infused with hidden messages. 

wllliamsonarlgallery.org 


TRACEY THORN 
MON 25 FEB, 7pm. IIQ (re¬ 
deemable against the book). 

Singer/songwriter from Every¬ 
thing But The Girl talks about 
her book Another Planet 1 . 
LinghanTs, HeswalL 

Linghams.co.uk 

FLORIAN M1TREA 
MON 25 FEB, 

7.30 pm. £16 

Classical pianist plays 
Mozart, Beethoven 
and Liszt. St I tilde- 
burgh's, I loylake. 
ehambercon 
cert. 
co.uk 


HILBRE ISLAND - MATTTHOMAS 
THU 28 FEB, 7.30 - 9pm. £4 

A Wirral Bird Club talk about 
one of the most important estu¬ 
aries in Europe for overwinter¬ 
ing wildfowl and waders. Kings- 
mead School Hall, Hoy lake. 
07795148140 

WHEELS FOR ALL 

THU 28 FEB, 10am - 3pm. £2 

A range of adapted bikes 
so anyone can experi¬ 
ence the joys of 
cycling regardless 
of age or disabil¬ 
ity. Visitor 
Centre, 

Birkenhead 
Park. Book¬ 
ing essential 
01925234213 


BABY BOUNCE & RHYME 
FRI1 MAR, 10.30 - Ham 

Songs for children aged 0-2. 

F ree. Upton Library. 

0151677 5677 

KENT DUCHAINE 
SAT 2 MAR, 7.30pm. £10 

The Legendary American Delta 
Bluesman has played w ith most 
of the greats , including Howlin' 
Wolf and John Lee Hooker. 

weslkirbyartscentre.org.uk 


BURFORD BLUEBELL WOOD 
WED 6 MAR, 10am - 12pm 

Volunteer day. Wallasey. 

paulsindalnaHvirral.gov.uk 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
READING GROUP 
THU 7 MAR, 6 - 7pm 

Book group for years 4-6. Be- 
bington Central Library. Free. 
01516062665 

NATURALLY? 

THU 7 MAR, 7.30 pm. £251 £23 

A cappella versions of songs by 
Michael Buble, Coldplay, Quin¬ 
cy Jones, Queen and more. 
lloraJpavilion.com 


HELLO AGAIN - THE STORY 
OF NEIL DIAMOND 
THU 14 MAR, 7.30pm. £25 

Brooklyn Creed & The Salva¬ 
tion Band perform all of your 
favourites, including 'Sweet 
Caroline’, 'Love on the Rocks 1 
and 'Forever in Blue Jeans'. 
floralpavillon.com 


THE LION IN WINTER 
WED 6 - SAT 9 MAR, 730pm. £8 

Witty drama from Bebington 
Dramatic Society, full of back- 
stabbing and rampant infidelity 
- a typical family Christmas for 
the Plantagenets! 
gladstuiietheat re.org.uk 

TAI CHI - HOYLAKE 
TUE 5 MAR 6.30pm. £5 

Stay fit w ith Tai Chi! 

The Parade 
Community 
Centre. 

0151632 2889 


THE LINDISFARNE STORY 
THU 14 MAR. 7.30pm. £22.50 

Hear all of the songs you love 
from the Geordie group’s back 
catalogue. Plus stories from 
Billy Mitchell and founder 
member Ray Laidlaw. 
floralpavilion.com 

* 


ELO AGAIN 

FRI IS MAR, 7.30pm. £23.50 

Celebrate the music of Jeff Lynne 
and Electric Light Orchestra. 
floralpavlllon.com 

THE FUREYS 

SUN 17 MAR, 7.30pm. £24 

Legends of Irish music, 
renowned for songs like 1 Will 
Love Yon’ and 'When You Were 
Sweet 16' 
and many 
more! 
floral 
pavll 
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UR COLLAR 
,£21|£19 


Step back in lime to 
the jukebox era, with 
songs by Buddy Holly, 
Elvis Presley, Cilia Black, 
Dusty Springfield, The 
Beatles and many more. 
Dancing in the aisles is 
strictly compulsory! 




1 % TICKETS 


WIN 2 TICKETS TO THE OPENING NIGHT OF 
'MADAGASCAR THE MUSICAL' ON TUE 19 
MARCH AT THE FLORAL. Q: MADAGASCAR 
IS AN ISLAND IN WHICH CONTINENT? 


Closing date MOM IS FEB 2019. Email your answer plus 
name, address and phone number to wvcornps@wtrraL 
gov.uk. Your entry can be posted to Wirral View, 
Wallasey Town Hall, Brighton St, Wallasey CH44 8ED 


Find out what's on at wirrafview.com 
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Fostering a young 
person is an 
extraordinary 
thing - but more 
families are needed 


T I IIS YEAR Wirral Council 
fostering service is asking 
people to do something ex¬ 
traordinary in 2019 - change a 
child's life for the belter. 

There are currently more 
than S4G children and young 
people in care in Wirral and 
not nearly enough foster fami¬ 
lies to care for them. 

As a result Wirral needs 
more new foster carers than 
ever before to provide a loving 
home for local children who 
need it most. 

Children of all ages need 


-changing experience 


foster homes but there is a 
huge demand for more people 
to consider fostering teenag¬ 
ers, The facts speak for them¬ 
selves; there are currently 195 
teenagers - those aged 13 to 
17 years old - in foster care in 
our borough. 

Teenage years can be 
difficult for anyone, but for 
a young person who needs 
fostering it can be especially 
unsettling. 

The teenage years are a 
critical stage in the lives of 
young people and you can help 
to make a di lie fence by provid¬ 
ing support to ensure young 
people leave fostering and go 
on to live happy positive lives. 

Teenagers need foster car¬ 
ers who are reliable, patient, 
understanding and trustwor¬ 
thy. Bui, just as important, 
they need someone who will 
be there to listen and talk to, 
someone who can help them 


Rovers offer 
support for 
campaign 

Tranmere Rovers Football 
Club is backing the 'Big 
Heart’ fostering campaign 
to find a loving home for 
Wirral’s most vulnerable 
children and young people, 
Nicola Palios, the club’s 
Vice-Chairman, said; Tt is 
our pleasure to be work¬ 
ing alongside the council's 
fostering team and to offer 
support in any way that 
we can. It is so important 
to us to get involved in 
community projects and 
the work that the council 
is doing to promote foster¬ 
ing and to find more local 
foster carers is vital.’ 



enough foster families willing 
and able to offer homes to these 
young people, some children 
will find themselves living a 
long way from family, school 
and f riends. 

For more details on foster¬ 
ing see wirraffostering.org 


organise their lives, deal with 
feelings, learn practical skills 
like cooking, shopping and 
managing money and some¬ 
one who can advise on college 
courses and encourage them 
into leisure activities. 

Without 





Wirral Council are looking to 
recruit people who con provide 
a stable home to keep brothers 
and sisters together. 

Siblings need Foster Carers 
who ore reliable, patient and 
understanding, but just as 
important 
someone who 
will be there to 
iisten and talk 
to, someone 
who can help 
them organise 
their lives and 
deal with feelings. 

It is very important to keep 
siblings together, given their 
existing relationships with each 
other, support they may provide 
each other and their shared 
experiences. 


Wirral Foster Carer Julie 
Preston has been fostering for 
seven years. "My first placement 
was with three babies, and my 
whole family fell in love with 
fostering after that. You just have 
to have a spare bedroom, and 
a lot of love to 
give. The best 
thing is seeing 
the kids going 
out confident 
and happy. It has 
changed my life 
for the better." 

Whether it's the very first 
time you've thought it about it or 
the hundredth, there are lots of 
young people in Wirral looking 
for loving carers just like you. If 
you've got the heart to foster, 
visit wirrcilfostering.org 


a The good 
thing is they have 
got each other ■■ 

I! Julie. Wirral Foster Carer 


wirralfostering.org # big heart 


Did you know you 
can foster siblings? 
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Big honour for Little 
Collector Elizabeth 

f \■ 



National award 
nomination for 
Wirral’s young 
environmental 
champion 

A YOUNG schoolgirl from 
Wirral has been short- 
listed for a Keep Britain Tidy 
national award. 

Elizabeth Gadsdon - aka 
The Little Collector' - has 
been shortlisted for the Young 
#LitterHeroes award. 

The youngster was nomi¬ 
nated by Wirral Council's 
waste prevention team and is 
joined by entries from Wigan 
Council and East Lindsay Dis¬ 
trict Council. 

Elizabeth started litter 
picking in April 2017 when 
she was just six years old after 
seeing someone throwing lit¬ 
ter out of their car window. 

This upset her a lot and she 
wanted to do something about 
it so she started picking up lit¬ 
ter from the beach and streets 
around where she lives. 


After starting, the young¬ 
ster was so shocked by the 
amount of plastic that she 
was collecting from beaches, 
that she widened her interests 
to include waste prevention, 
eliminatingsingle use plastics 
and recycling. 

Through speaking with 
friends at school, Elizabeth 


encouraged others to take up 
the challenge with her, build¬ 
ing up to the monthly ‘Little 
Collector Crew' litter pick at 
Birkenhead Park. 

Elizabeth has been litter 
picking for approximately IS 
months, often with her faith¬ 
ful four-legged friend, Banjo, 
for walks on the beach - and a 


bag and litter picker in hand. 

In that time, it is estimated 
that at least 70 shopping bags 
full of litter have been cleared 
from the beach by Eliza¬ 
beth alone. In addition, the 
monthly Little Collector Crew 
litter picks collects at least five 
bags of litter each month from 
Birkenhead Park. 


2019 is the Year of the Environment 


2019 HAS BEEN designated 
the ‘Year of the Environment’ 
by Liverpool City Region, ush¬ 
ering in a range of events and 
activities to celebrate Mersey¬ 
side’s natural assets. 

The Year of the Environ¬ 
ment will showcase the city 
region's environment and 
celebrate the valuable work 
done by so many people to 
keep the area looking beauti¬ 
ful and show appreciation of 
the Liverpool City Region's 
natural environment. 

To mark the beginning of 
the Year of Environment, a 


formal launch event, hosted 
by Metro Mayor Steve Rother¬ 
ham, brought together 
representatives 
from organisa¬ 
tions across the 
Liverpool City 
Region. 

Wirral 
will play an 
active role in 
the campaign 
to tackle and raise 
awareness of grow¬ 
ing environmental issues 
across the area, whilst high¬ 
lighting the dedication and 


work of many local commu¬ 
nity groups. 

The initiative 
is the city region's 
response to the 
government’s 
national 
Year of 
Green Action 
and brings 
together the 
Liverpool City 
Region Com¬ 
bined Authority, its 
six constituent local authori¬ 
ties - which includes Wirral, 
Liverpool, Knowsley, Sefton, 


St I lelens and I lalton - the En¬ 
vironment Agency and Nature 
Connected. 

Year of the Environment 
will also help raise aware¬ 
ness of issues and areas that 
demand action and attention, 
including air quality, waste 
levels, and the need to shift 
towards more sustainable uses 
of energy. Many of these areas 
are influenced by the Com¬ 
bined Authority’s policy and 
funding responsibilities. 

For more information on 
Year of the Environment visit 
y oe2 0!9lcr. org.u k 



UNITED 
UTILITIES APR 
HELPS TACKLE 
WATER LEAKS 

UNITED UTILITIES has 
launched a new version 
of its mobile app r allow¬ 
ing anyone who down¬ 
loads it to report a leak 
quickly and easily. 

One of United Utili¬ 
ties' key objectives is to 
cut UK water wastage - 
any initiative that makes 
it quicker and easier for 
people to report these is¬ 
sues takes a top priority 
for UU. 

The first version of 
the app brought account 
management function¬ 
ality to its on-the-go 
customers, such as al¬ 
lowing them to submit 
meter readings, make 
payments and view their 
payment history from 
any location at any time. 

It's proved to be a 
popular new payment 



channel for the water 
provider, with more than 
97,000 payments having 
been put through the 
app so far, amounting 
to£4.1 million. The new 
version of the app has 
evolved each of those 
core functions, whilst 
saving water across the 
region. 

The'Report a Leak' 
function allows users to 
take a picture of a leak 
with their device, and us¬ 
ing Google Maps integra¬ 
tion, the exact location 
can be pin-pointed by 
UU. United Utilities part¬ 
nered with mobile tech¬ 
nology company Apadmi 
to develop the app. 


follonus GO /wirraicouncil 



















wirralview.com 


February 2019 | 17 


news 


Kennel volunteers are 
a dog's best Friends 



ib looutcjw 


Charity goes 
from strength 
to strength 
managing this vital 
community service 

M ORE STRAY or aban- 

doned dugs in Wirral are 
finding new homes thanks to 
the success of an innovative 
partnership responsible fur 
managing the issue. 

The Friends of Birkenhead 
Kennels (FOBK) have been 
managing the control of stray 
dogs on behalf of Wirral Conn- 
cil for four years now and in 
that time they have signify 
cantiy reduced the proportion 
of dogs that had to be put to 
sleep because they couldn’t be 
rehomed. 

FOBK are an animal wel¬ 
fare charity, set up and run 
by a dedicated and passionate 
group of volunteers and staff 
that carry out the council’s 
statutory duties for the control 
of stray dogs. 

Since taking over the serv¬ 


ice in 2014, FOBK have gone 
from strength to strength, 
introducing service improve¬ 
ments through a radical 
change in opening hours with 
the kennels opening at week¬ 
ends for viewing and hando¬ 
vers to new owners. 

The physical environment 
in which the dogs are kept has 
been improved dramatically. 


with a refurbished enrichment 
space that affords the dog T s ad¬ 
ditional enrichment, space to 
run, behavioural management 
and human contact. 

In putting the dog’s welfare 
at the forefront of their aspira¬ 
tion to deliver this service, 
FOBK have attracted a Like- 
minded group of volunteers 
who are dedicated to improving 


the chances of finding a loving 
home for all dogs in their care. 

Their approach has also 
significantly reduced the 
number of dogs that have to 
be euthanised. Since 2014, the 
number of stray dogs eutha- 
nised annually was reduced 
from 82 down to 10, which 
represents just 2.7% of the 380 
dogs presented in 2018. 


TEENAGERS 
LOOK TO THE 
FUTURE AT 
SKILLS FAIR 


YOUNG CHAMBER Career 
and Skills Show 2019 takes 
place at The Hive Youth 
Zone in Birkenhead on 
Wednesday S March 2019 
from 9am to 3.30pm. 

The event is a key initia¬ 
tive of Wirral Chamber of 
Commerce and delivered 
in partnership with Wirral 
Council, creating strong 
links between businesses, 
industry and education. 

The aim is to inspire 
local young people about 
the industries, companies 
and career possibilities on 
our doorstep. 

If your business or 
organisation has taken 
part in any of the previ¬ 
ous Skills Shows, you’ll 
recognise that we take a 
different approach to the 
average Careers Fair. 



o 


Young 

Chamber 


The events are as interac¬ 
tive, hands on’ and exciting 
as possible and businesses 
and companies can host 
their own ‘Inspiration 
Station’ (stall) to inspire 
young people (aged 14 - 24) 
to consider a career w ithin 
your business or Industry. 

All Wirral high schools 
and colleges are invited 
to the event, somewhere 
between 800 -1000 young 
people are expected 
throughout the day. 

If you T re interested in 
supporting Wirral Young 
Chamber with this event, 
email warren ward@ 
wirralchamber.co.uk 





MEET MARLEY, until re¬ 
cently Birkenhead Kennels’ 
longest-serving resident. 

In a demonstration of the 
'dogged' determination FOBK 
staff have for rehoming dogs 
that find their way into their 
care, Marley has just found her 
perfect family - after spending 
months in the kennels! 

Despite having a fantastic 
temperament and loving na¬ 
ture, Marley had received few 
interested visitors. However, 
in January, the beautiful 
American Bulldog Cross 
finally stole a family’s heart. 


At three years old, the 
family are getting a dog that 
Is already house trained, but 
who will need further training 
due to her playful nature. 

All of the dogs who end up 
in the care of kennels deserve 
to find a good new home like 
Marley has. If you think you 
are interested, please contact 
the kennels and start the proc¬ 
ess of adoption. 

There are 34 available 
kennel spaces and these are 
often full. When space is tight 
and more dogs are coming in, 
the need to rehome dogs like 


Marley becomes critical. 

For more information, 
please visit www.fobk.org.uk or 
call 0151 556 1220. 


follow US oo /wirral council 
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0151 6773660 
juliemcmanus 
gwirralgov.uk 


W IRRAL COUNCIL is 

made up of 66 locally 
elected councillors represent¬ 
ing 22 local areas known as 
wards. Wirral Council is a 
Labour-led council with a 
cabinet made up of Labour 
councillors. 

Each member of the 
cabinet has a separate area of 
responsibility such as health,, 
transport, environment. 


All councillors have a role in 
reviewing and scrutinising de¬ 
cisions and decision-making 
within the authority. 

Community leadership 
and engagement is at the 
heart of each councillor's 
role, working in partnership 
with voluntary and commu¬ 
nity organisations to actively 
engage residents and those 
who use our services. 
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To check which councillor covers your urea visit wirral.gov.uk/councillors 
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An exciting year lies ahead 



Councillor Phil Davies 

Leader of Wirral Council 

2 019 IS SHAPING up to be 
a banner year for Wirral 
with new developments, jobs 
and training opportunities, 
and cultural events and ac¬ 
tivities all in the planning. 

As Liverpool City Region’s 
2019 Borough of Culture, Wir¬ 
ral will get the chance to show¬ 
case all the things which make 
our borough so remarkable: 


Our 26 miles of coastline, mu¬ 
seums and galleries, country 
walks and cycle paths as well 
as celebrating Lhe numerous 
community groups who host 
show's, concerts, fairs and fun¬ 
draisers throughout the year. 

Over the coming 12 
months, we will work with lo¬ 
cal charities, volunteer groups 
and local businesses to put on 
a selection of events which 
will entertain and engage 
residents, bring more visitors 
to our towns and villages, and 
attract more investment in 
jobs and new businesses. 

One of the largest invest¬ 
ments the borough has ever 
seen is the regeneration of 
Birkenhead town centre by 
Wirral Growth Company, our 
innovative joint venture. It 
will see new homes, offices, a 
refreshed market, and new lei¬ 
sure and entertainment ameni¬ 
ties come forward in 2019. 


As part of the proposal to 
regenerate Birkenhead and 
make similar investments 
across the whole of Wirral, 
we will be launching a huge 
consultation programme later 
this month to ask local resi¬ 
dents and businesses - ‘What 
do you want to see Birken¬ 
head become?’. 

Towns and cities are 
changing, High streets are no 
longer just for shopping and 



new housing and the refur¬ 
bishment of empty buildings 
and brownfield sites are 
bringing residents back into 
town centres. 

Towns like Birkenhead are 
also having to find new ways 
to compete with major shop¬ 
ping centres like Liverpool, 
TrafFord Centre and Cheshire 
Oaks and we need to invest in 
new attractions and amenities 
which differentiate the town 



We will have a 
| huge consutta- 
| fion programme 
| about what ire 
| n an (Birken- 
I head to become 


from others, creating thriving 
high streets and tow n centres 
from morning to night. 

We want to know what 
you think this new Birken¬ 
head should be. What attrac¬ 
tions and amenities would 
you like to see developed 
in the town? Which types 
of housing would appeal to 
local residents? How do we 
generate an evening economy 
which would bring new eater¬ 
ies and entertainments back 
to our town? 

These Questions, and 
more, will be at the heart of 
our consultation and engage¬ 
ment over the coming weeks 
and months. Your thoughts, 
insights and opinions will be 
vital in shaping a new Birk¬ 
enhead which meets all our 
needs and expectations. Look 
out for more details about the 
consultation on Wirral View, 
com and in the local media. 


Record number of Wirral 
care leavers in university 


STOP SMOKING SERVICE 
REPORTS RECORD FIGURES 



A RECORD NUMBER of Wir¬ 
ral’s care leavers are currently- 
studying at universities and 
Higher Education facilities 
across the country. 

A total of 17 young people 
have gone on to study further, 
after achieving the grades 
they needed to pursue their 
chosen careers. 

Nationally 6% of care 
leavers go on to enter I ligher 
Education, with Wirral’s 
figure sitting higher than the 
national average at 7%. 

The joint work between 
the council's Children Looked 
After and Care Leavers teams 
along with John Moores Uni¬ 
versity and University of Liver¬ 
pool has meant care leavers 
get the support they need to 
pursue a path to higher educa¬ 
tion meaning a big difference 
to their lives. 

The Widening Participation 
team provides support which 


ing, support with UCAS forms, 
regular visits and residential 
programmes to help raise 
aspirations and achievements. 

The degree courses that 


our care leavers have chosen 
to study at university are 
diverse in range, from engi¬ 
neering, law,, criminology to 
business studies, nursing and 
sport development. 


SINCE I APRIL 201S, ABL 
Wirral has supported 1,100 
people to quit smoking, the 
highest figure for Wirral’s 
stop smoking services in the 
last four years. 

Last year ABL Wirral, the 
service offering support to 
people who want to quit 
smoking, saw its biggest 
footfall and highest quit 
rate since starting the serv¬ 
ice in 2016. 

The figures have been 
announced as 
Public Health 
England relaunch 
their successful 
’Health Harms’ 
campaign, which 
aims to trigger 
quit attempts in 
the new yean 
The campaign, 
relaunching for 
its seventh year, 


will make smokers aware 
of the immediate, personal 
and irrefutable harm to 
health from every single 
cigarette smoked. 

Free, local support from 
health experts at ABL Wirral 
is available to anyone who 
wants to cut out cigarettes 
or wants help switching to 
or quitting e-cigs. 

Based in Birkenhead, 
you can call the service for 
support on 0151 541 5656. 
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Make health walks your 
new year's resolution 


Join the people that 
are enjoying the 
health and social 
benefits of weekly 
walking groups 

I T'S NO SURPRISE that many 
people’s new years resolu¬ 
tions involve health and fitness, 
after all of the over-indulgenc¬ 
es, mince pies and celebratory 
drinks at Christmas. 

Gyms are crowded and 
lycra-elad cyclists zip past on 
their new bikes, but did you 
know that walking is one of the 
best ways to keep fit? And best 
of all - it's absolutely free! 

'Wirral Walk On T was 
one of the first walking 
programmes in the country, 
led initially by the N1IS but 
now co-ordinated by Wirral 
Council. It runs 14 free weekly 
walks around Wirral, plus ad¬ 
ditional walks in the summer. 
The walks can be short or long 
to suit all abilities and are led 
by trained volunteers. 

As well as improving your 
health and fitness, regular 
walks can help your heart 
and lungs work better, lower 
your blood pressure and keep 
your joints, muscles and bones 
strong. It's also a great way to 
improve your mood and meet 
new people. 

Dr Sian Stokes, of Wallasey 
Village Medical Centre said: 'As 
a surgery we frequently inform 
patients about these walks. 
They are fantastic for improv¬ 
ing physical activity and ad¬ 
dressing social isolation 1 . 

To get started, simply turn 
up ten minutes early to a walk 
of your choice and introduce 
yourself to the walk leader. Af¬ 
ter that, you’re free to take part 
in as many walks as you like) 

For more information, con¬ 
tact Fiona on 0151929 7S23. 



'THE WALKS ARE THE HIGHLIGHT OF MY WEEK' 


VAL FROM West Kirby is 
SO years old and one of the 
many people who enjoy the 
health and social benefits of 
regular health walks. 

She joined the weekly 
West Kirbv walk in 2011 after 
losing her husband, who used 
to be her walking partner. 

'When 1 first showed up 
the walk leader was very 
friendly and welcoming’ 
explains Val. 'We went on 
a one mile walk but other 
people walked for two miles. 

T go every week, regard¬ 


have a cuppa and a biscuit at 
the end - that’s the most im¬ 
portant bit of the session! We 
also meet outside the group 
and attend other events, like 
the cinema. 

"The walks keep me fit 
and independent and keeps 
us going to live longer. After 
an operation, the walks 
helped tremendously with 
my recovery too. 

Tf you are thinking of 
joining a weekly walk then 
do it! It will change your life 
for the better’. 


FINDAWALK 
NEAR YOU 

■ Birkenhead Park* (Sun 
& Mon): Meet at Visitor 
Centre, 11am. 2-3 miles 
in Victorian gardens. 

■ Arrowe Park (Tue): 
Meet outside Red Rooms 
Cafe, 10.30am. 2.5 miles. 

■ Wallasey Village (Mon, 
Wed & Fri): Meet at the 
library, 11am. 1.5 miles. 

■ West Kirby (Mon): 

3 mile coastal route (Wed 
& Fri for 1.9 mile route*). 
Meet 12pm at West Kirby 
Concourse. 

■ Brom boro ugh (Mon): 
Meet 10.30am at the 
library for walks to Dib- 
binsdale or Eastham 
Country Park. 2 - 3 miles. 

■ Royden Park (Thu): 
Meet in car park, 

2.30pm. 3 mile walk on 
the common. 

■ Eastham Country Park 
(Wed): Meet at Visitor 
Centre, 1.30pm. 1.5 mile 
with estuary views. 

■ Port Sunlight River Park 
(Tue): Meet in car park, 
10.30am. 1 - 2.5 miles. 

■ Port Sunlight* (Wed): 
Meet at railway station, 
11am. 1.5 mite walk 
around garden village. 

* Suitable for wheelchair 
or buggies 

LATER IN THE YEAR: 

■ The Warrens: 1 st fie 3rd 
Tue each month (Mar 5 - 
Nov). Meet at the Medical 
Centre, 11am. 1.5 miles. 

■ Wallasey: Evening walk 
every Tue from May 7 
until Sept. Meet at Grove 
Road Station, 7.15pm. 

■ Port Sunlight River 
Park: Evening walk every 
Wed from Apr - Oct, meet 
5.30pm in the car park. 



less of the weather. 1 have 
lived in the area for years but 
these walks take me to new 
paths and places to visit. 

T have made so many 
friends. I look forward to our 
walks and talks, it really is the 
highlight of my week. We always 
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You're never 
too young for 
the library 



Families will be 
urged to sign up 
to Bookstart from 
the moment they 
register a birth 

AM]LIES IN Wirral are be- 
ing encouraged to get their 
newborns off to a flying start 
when it comes to reading. 

At the moment they come 
into the Registrar’s office 
at Birkenhead Town Hall 
to register their baby's birth, 
they will be introduced to 
‘Bookstart 1 , the world’s first 
nat tonal book-g ifting ser v ice 
which is co-ordinated locally 
by Wirral Libraries. 

They will receive a leaflet, 
including their child's first li¬ 
brary card, which will need to 
be taken to a Wirral library to 
be activated. When they come 
into the library, they will also 
then receive their Bookstart 
baby bag and get details of 
some of the other library 
services available to them, in¬ 
cluding the ever-popolar Baby 
Bounce and Rhyme sessions. 

Bookstart aims to encour¬ 
age a love of books, stories 


and rhymes in children from 
as young an age as possible. 
Every child in England and 
Wales is entitled to a free 
Bookstart pack before they are 
12 months old and again aged 
3-4 years. 

Bookstart also gifts addition¬ 
al needs packs for babies and 
toddlers, as well as black-and- 
white booklets for newborns 


and dual language books. 

The Bookstart Baby pack 
comes in a distinctive purple 
bag and contains materials 
to help parents share stories, 
rhymes and songs. Each pack 
will include two board books, 
a rhyme sheet and a booklet 
of tips and ideas for sharing 
books with children from a 
very young age. 



READ All ABOUT IT! 

IN THIS REGULAR FEATURE, we reveal the top 10 most 
loaned books in Wirral libraries, plus offer a top pick from 
new additions to our library stock, chosen by library staff. 


TOP PICK: 

A NOISE DOWNSTAIRS 
By Lynwood Barclay 

ONE NIGHT, Paul Davis, a 
University professor, is driv¬ 
ing home when he passes a 
colleague who has stopped 
and is standing by his car 
boot. Paul pulls over to ask if 
he needs help and with hor¬ 
ror realises he is attempting 
to dispose of two bodies 
along die desolate road. 

Eight months later, Paul 
is trying to come to terms 
with the trauma. His wife 
buys him an old-fashioned 
typewriter so he can finish 
the novel he has always 
promised himself he would 
complete. But why does 
he wake up in the night 
convinced he can hear the 
ty pe wri te r ty pi ng down¬ 
stairs but his wife can't? 

And didn't the murderer 
of those two girls make 
them write apologies on 
the same sort of typewriter 
before he killed them. Is he 
ill or going crazy? 

This a creepy thriller 


TOP 10 LIBRARY BOOKS 

This month's top 10 most 
popular library books bor¬ 
rowed from our libraries are: 

1. Past Tense, Lee Child 

2. Long Road to Mercy. 

David Baldacci 

1 Lethal White, 

Robert Galbraith 
4. The Moon Sister: Tiggy's 
Story, Lucinda Riley 



with some great twists at 
the end. This is American 
writer Lynwood Barclay's 
17th novel and as usual, 
he doesn't let you down. 
Find more Lynwood Barclay 
books at Wirraf Libraries 

'A suspense master* 
STEPHEN KING 
'No one can thrill you and 
chill you better than Bar¬ 
clay ' TESS GERRITSEN 
'One of the best thriller 
writers in the world* 

MARK BILLINGHAM 
'Barclay writes terrific 
thrillers'DAILY MAIL 


zi Tombtand, Cj. Sansom 
6 . Cold Case, Quintinjardine 
7 In a House of Lies, 

Ian Rankin 

8. Sea of Greed, Clive 

Cussler & Graham Brown 
ft We Can See You, 

Simon Kernick 
lO. The First Lady 
James Patterson & 
Brendan DuBois 


If music be the food of love, play on in the library 


BIRKENHEAD Library hosted 
a very special event on 3 Feb¬ 
ruary 2019. 

Dutch indie-rocker, Pip 
Blom, was performing a gig at 
the Library with her band in 
collaboration with Get it Loud 
in Libraries for Independent 
Venue Week 2019. 


Independent Venue Week 
is a 7-day celebration of inti¬ 
mate, alternative venues that 
allows fans across the country 
to get up close to the hottest 
up and coming artists. 

Pip Blom is the second 
musical act in recent times 
to take to the stage in Birken¬ 


head at the landmark library 
building, and the gig cel¬ 
ebrates her recent signing to 
Heavenly Records and Edison 
Awards nomination. 

The library- itself has been 
described as ‘the Wirral’s 
freshest and most inclusive 
live music venue 7 (Independ¬ 


ent Venue Week). 

The first gig lo take 
place at Birkenhead Library 
was Brooklyn art-punk 
band, BODEGA in July 2018 
and that occasion earned 
praise for the ‘incredibly 
one off intimate show' from 
GetlntoThis. 
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ask us wirral 


Ask Us’ 

Wirral: 

your 

regular 

advice 

column 

Ask Us Wirral is a regular 
page of advice and information 
supplied by the 'Ask Us Wirral' 
service - askuswirral.org.uk. 


The service provides free, 
impartial and confidential 
advice and information to 
local residents. 


V Funded by the council and 
Wirral CCG, it's delivered by 
Citizens Advice Wirral, Age 
UK Wirral, Wirral Change and 
Wirral Me neap. 


TRY SOME¬ 
THING NEW 
IN 2019 

JANUARY IS a good time 
to think about what you 
would like: to do and how 
you would like to contrib¬ 
ute to our great Wirral 
community. 

Volunteering opportuni¬ 
ties include - 

■ Citizens Advice Wirral - 
administrator, advice, IT, 
fundraising, research and 
campaign roles. 

Age UK Wirral - befriend¬ 
ing, care assistants, work 
in a charity shop, health 
and activity volunteers, 
home and communities 
volunteers, administrator 
roles. 

■ Wirral Change - group 
volunteers, administrators, 
interpreting, employment 
and health volunteers. 

Wirral Me neap - be- 
friender/buddy, activities, 
fundraiser/events, recep¬ 
tion, front of house volun¬ 
teers. Go to bit.ly/2Qi6W9L 
to find out more. 


Supporting victims in 
reporting hate crime 



A SK US WIRRAL partners 
support Wirral residents 
w ho are subjected to a Hate 
Crime and we are proud that 
we have third party reporting 
centres in Birkenhead, Wal¬ 
lasey and Bromborough. 

WHAT IS HATE CRIME? 

A hate crime is any behav¬ 
iour that someone thinks w as 
caused by hostility, prejudice 
or hatred of their: 

■ Disability (including physi¬ 
cal impairments, mental 
health problems, learning 
disabilities, hearing and visual 
impairments 

Gender Identity (people 
who are transgender, trans¬ 
sexual or transvestite) 

■ Race, skin coIouf, national¬ 
ity, ethnicity or heritage 
Religion, faith or belief 
(including people without a 
religious belief) 

■ Sexual orientation (peo¬ 
ple who are lesbian, gay or 
bisexual etc.) 


It can include: 

name calling or verbal 
abuse 

graffiti or abusive w r riting 
I damage to property 
threats or intimidation 
bullying or harassment 
physical attacks or violence, 
including sexual violence, 
arson and murder. 

Anyone can be a victim of 
hate crime if they are targeted 
because of who they are, their 
friends or family or even who 
the perpetrator thinks they are. 

REPORTING HATE CRIME 

In an emergency you should 
always call Merseyside Police 
on 999 

Report it to the police us¬ 
ing the non-emergency 101 
number 

Contact Stop Hate UK by 
phoning OSOO 13SI625 or 
email www.stophateuk.org 
■ Use a third party reporting 
centre 


Ask Us Wirral third party Hate 
Crime reporting centres: 

Age UK Wirral/Citizens 
Advice Wirral, 132 Claughton 
Road, Birkenhead, CH41 6EY 
Citizens Advice Wirral, 237- 
243 Liscard Road, Wallasey, 


CII44 5TH 

■ Age UK Wirral, Mead- 
oweroft Wellbeing Hub, 304 
Spital Road, Bromborough, 
CH622DE 

Wirral Change, 12 St Law rence 
Drive, Birkenhead, Cl 1413JD. 


Check, switch and save 
money on your energy hills 



CHECK 

Make sure you aren’t paying 
too much or missing out on 
any benefits, grants or sup¬ 
port that could boost your 
income and lower costs. Call 
your supplier or visit www. 
askuswirral.org.uk for more 
information. You can also call 
Citizens Advice consumer 
helpline on 03454 04 05 06. 

SWITCH 

You could save hundreds of 
pounds by switching energy 
tariff or supplier. Visit energy 
compar e.ci t i ze nsad v ice. 
org.uk to compare energy 
prices. 


SAVE 

Make your home energy ef¬ 
ficient and cut your bills by 
hundreds of pounds. Don’t 
leave appliances on standby. 


always turn off the light 
when you leave a room, and 
ask your supplier about help 
to pay for insulation or a 
boiler upgrade. 


DON'T IGNORE 
YOUR DEBT 
PROBLEMS 

AFTER CHRISTMAS has been 
and gone, many people are 
left struggling with credit card 
and other debts for months 
afterwards and for many they 
aren’t always able to manage 
them. 

However, rather than 
spending time worrying the 
best thing for people to do is 
to take some action towards 
resolving their debt problems. 

Do you know you can chat 
to a trained Citizens Advice 
debt adviser online? They 
can Lalk you through all the 
options you have to deal with 
debt - they be found at bit Ay/ 
c i t i zensad vicedebtehat 
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recruitment & public notices 


JOBS 


you can view oil job vacancies and apply 
online at: wirra!.gov.uk/jobs 


PLANNING 


HOUCt HEREBY GFYENihai Ihe fQllewing. apolrcaieons 
waeenrKiey.'Ed- 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 199(1 
TOWN AMO COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) AH 1990 


MRSWEBSTER,JACKSON LIESGROUP LTD. HJNGSLiY 
HOUSE, 3-4 THE QUADRANT, HMJUE. towKmeri 
oansert for 1 nc.tswir^y ilnn jj?d fascir %i.^3v/3^0l534 
AivencefTHitCtreenfL Metis Dim Ccrarfiflwi km 

flip nepreseftomii tegonStngit efiat ttpfhcosofs musr te 
received to wrltt# fry 6 februsty^lS o; the ttd&ess Mi*: 

:v,w is (toed tijemspM^t 


MILNER, EDEN PLANNING, MANOR FARM, 120 
EARNS CON ROAD, BARNSTON. CHBl 1HT. Minor 
esereiXE and de-Aaron amenorems id 2 no. easting oarages, 
OYuem- cfe.efflng suich'j h>3 no. new ressderal ltc 
and irtoon or 5iro resktenlul units wn ams and or 
aa'krgor-MWfiaid landscaping ar*d dHTtohcnof^ «l 
toiUdli^and fernowl aFsiagedamparwaiid lemaaipmcni 
a f eld. tfP/lSLfllfsfi Full Hanning Permsam. femston 
OroscivatatiArea. 

R f ^'Am-i r^ 1 pt^vsoso^ dees rrar ■aoHJ^d’ kMi thepfoaSm of 
yeoevefoowm /stao/Mft DANIEL PRICE, 39 USCARD 
ROAD, EGREMCNT, CH44 SAD.tcnven the ucsing 
dorneto property Rita 2 self canratied 'lax and Introduce 
dormers Into the tihslng rod' space. APIVlfir 111646. Full 
Plan wig Per mission. Departure From U.D.F 1 . 


ELITE LAND GR.OU P LTD. FORMER PERjHORf HOUSE 
SCHOOL FLAYING Ft ELDS. GiFNAVOH ROAD, P HINTON. 

Demobicr j ro. Si Cfcrakix to re g repEomen w:n a 
UnjJe dwefirtgard MrNsco,rilag£ r r: me ermcT j il new 
buid tames Co! with 6 ze semndeucieri aflrrdable homeaid 
tbe 'p-raindtr daatheti marker mms} wih assKwsed.EpragK, 
0 L r.*n-j(fl, prraeganden^ bn seres, -means of endow and 
a SLS.if.itfc drarqgesfSEfF (SuL’aj, all tobeaccEssed &wn 
a sn$g poim Dfaaes* GfcriMr to lurlsnjte e->isa"g 
lKlcss aorfoAi*V19/lMkF. FJ Plarnng PermEm. 

MR A MRS KILLY, 7 VICTORIA MOUNT, OXTON, CH43 
STH. fiotebtofy ter ceensiori, habiiaat F^: well aid 
todsEprgwifi double dl# and d-epped km. AFP/1 9AB00& 
Pal ffenntogPermlBCft. Ounn Ctreervanori Am 

Afy tepfesen Motts rqpfthng, tbeobare musrfe 

fensked w wiangiiy ilfthmotflBii wife rxtdres fretoe. 
Notice& dotedIIjQftoixyi&W- 


FORTH HOMES AND KING5MEAD SCHOOL KFHGSMEAD 
SCHOOL BERTRAM DRIVE, MEOLS, Ch 4? DLL Tile 
appStemm scUtes u a tyferid planning applaud proposing 
rxdne planning pe maron far ihe erecnon cfa il-a sari" 
ferrr Hcri ard fJI piinnhg p-emsrori : cr die ereotCHi cf IS 
rcsdernaC dMlkrgs ai a secncHi tf enrii'gij f rir; licit ai 
Kingsriead SeimLAPF/l 1/-IK101A FlII PlanM^Firrriscn. 

MR M scon, CHEYNE HOUSE, ft STANLEY ROAD, 
HOYLAKE, CH47 l HW. Glass ca'iapv roof, smy Freed", arm 
PPPfSMOflil.FJ ftanningF'errriekHL «jrgs Gap tmanaiion 
/res. Alecs safirra. n! 'iade I kaed tuldhg 

MR ARMSTRONG, WIRRAL COUNCIL, WEST KlftfFY 
&i HOYLAKE WAR MEMORIAL FOOTPATH OVER 
GRANGE HILL6Y WAR MEMORIAL TO iANG LANE, 
WEST KIRBY, Owft AET. Lalianced l^idrgsdieire and 
Indalaion d Mb-ur^fa and COY. DFPI/IS'^OI^l Vrork 
For CnuvJ by Cduici Grade B lc:f.! Lulling 


MR ARMSTRONG, WIRRAL COUNCI fc WEST KlflflY & 
HOYLAKE WAR MEMORIAL FOOTPATH OVER GRANGE 
HILL BY WAR MEMORIAL 10 LANG LANE. WEST 

KERRY, CH43 4ET. Fstoar ced k^ningsmeme arm r'is"illaon 
cf Yrtbcarrera aid COY. L^C/Tl/ClRRi?. Liaed ttaidng, 
Cnnsenl. Grade 1 nsied aufidfg 

Anfwpresevmm re,wfitoj rA/ m cjCiaianans .itrr,' if 
cwfirtf m itifflij tyMfebfmfjflM o! the Mut: 

jYcKi're !•: c/uTtu 1 JVD/cn l are F'l? r!?. 


■ft. car see delate and plsrs nf meaapkMf on oj 1 ^et-are ar 
r. i i psi'/di n r; i /, i r a. a , .>. l L a;; Li ' t- -,'i 14 1 ra i j sJ arc .uu m 
sutn rtrrrnrrit; crimeor ty C-rral m Llanr-paab a'Q'^ 
wMgovjJc A copy ef?iejapk"aiLY. pfci'f. a>d ofer 
dHunerEart Ji-aJifc 5or ripcciion ai die nfrtes for Oc'rrftfy 
Sendee^ 'iVsfasey Towi Hal, Scut 4nnm Bngfdwi Street, 
tMaEBf, CHj? SPQ tierween Hjtern so 1 iilpn Tl« 5^ ard 
Ttu-Klay ty aapammrc 0 l f . Please oonai OlSI cftl SdSd. 
liite aprakaacf: is a F-cuaMde- apiafc ntie erem of 
an appeal aprci a r*:4«l cf pfc'fj'ig.permsrtm, '.itirt- is 
maecieatftflhcinitcdasfitf repi'eserraiicns in wnir^ 
reiHseralBTS rude aba." itie tajsetdder aaalGMr.*tl 
be sent m rte Setrecny cf Sure, and lere will be m Fuilter 
DppcnunFy eq ccmmefil al appeal sc^e. 

Ffcasc be ivae rtai al tnrrrenis-ete&ed wfl bt made 
a^-iL'dr for cn :ne iifc a--a yaraante and address 
,'.it te pjaklied dime. We valje me prwcyof an' -dan 
aid we ad.-fic- r eu tj teas nur FuLiy rtoe critoie For Turter 
rrarruUtn I ^/Lgc: 

clarufr'di^^ 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972-SECTI ON IB AS AMENDED 
BY PARAGRAPH H Of PART V OF SCHEDULE B TO THE 
LOCALGOVERNMENT HANNING AND LAW ACT T3S3 

Iwl NOTICE ihsx '.'.ifdL lLi'imJ": Ceuiaf n puwa efte 
powers rorraned In ifie adowmerfloned Nd ireerds lo cisaaseciC 
lFtetolo»fag(Hra#cflaiid:- 

- Xppi ruLdlSsqm ai lane atSG0553 FitwOnegr and 13 


and 1C ^ng Sisreet feck. Feny/iiilrral. 

The Plan snaungthe etEnttf dm nspesd rs a^LiCfc b’ 

-j speoon aaffleOie a !/iki, ?.t& Goea^i Crhuitf. Tcwi 
KUl, li'igti iDr-i SireecWafaseyOlia SK' an mg rmfralnffoe 
toj-Ti ana anyoqeofHis E?iep!Op(ia>d dspetl stcxJd te mad? 
m ^ :ir= tieftma teatt FEiiuiiyl'Din taWrral fiaro^i Cauiol 
Caitfynang SearifJown Ha| BdgFncfi Seem, '.Val'rs?.. '.Viral 
CHilSED 1 tef DOPSti m?l fPJK'fictopfo 


TRAFFIC 


SECTION IE OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION AO 
1534 (AS AMENDED} - NOTICE Of MAKING TEMPORARY 
TRAFFIC RESTRICTION ORDER IN THE ShTAL AREA 2D19 

MOM is ber«y ihai \Mrral Bo r ncgJi Col-tqI mend 
to make a Tempomry hto Trafir iir^iaiiMi Oi-der uider 
stood is of rhe Read faff c foegulasan fc 1981 as amaided 
ztf seman l ar-dSc»dule l cf ite RMdT'a!fc(Temwar r 
fiatndlcrekAtl 1991 and cf all enatfng pc/wers u 

e r u&fc WMta on cf rear Tie roans speof ed in ihe proposed 
cirdm 10 lake place. Tie efecscf Tie erdet, "Ire aftemaci* 
/Me Far .ehitulai nfoFH: "be -dace re oraer ccirres m Imw 
and Es masiimun d-jradcfi is se cfjI aebw. 

PouEton Road (Temporary Rond Closure}, 

Spital Outer ZD 19 

The erea of tk Widei' wfl ue id toe Ptmton (to restdemd 
sr.ioe to iical " ma parr75 ra es ronh of its luffowi 
■wth Warei Hey Fima dannee of 55 nemes in a nofSedy 
dKetior- ro ai letitular Trtfm. 

Tr.lifiTj be i,tmed .m Yidinn to man 
caringemay. Vairrum Guidon eftbeerder FfcnHEOCam 11 
fearujry2019>j'i»l 2i:59am 21 febnury 3059(ar suth endec 
dace as heiwff«s are mmpfcred iiy} fmes tixedt6jty^2W. 


SECTION 14 OF IHE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 
19M (AS AMENDED} - NOTICE OF MAKING T0APORARY 
TRAFFIC RESTRICTION ORDER IN THE PRINT ON AREA 2013 

Monte c hereby £tgr. drat Wirral Sciro^t- Coanti b*t made 
:Fie abarf order unde- secnan M cf die (to Franc ^Jaion 


Aa as ananded ty seamn l ar«d Scitdulc l cf ita 

tod Tran it (Temper a-y to-mcirs.) to 19^1 ana tif J cahei 
euiBngpjowrii in cnaafc pecotBed werte ig b? esfitLBd 
on or near rte raids specified n Tie ammised order iharing 
already adr^Tisea nonce of instil}. The e^ecs of Tie order, the 
aheru: -.e rauie im cetdir naffr lie daie :he order tens 
Into Forceard es madmum djraccfi b sei cui tefc^.. 

Burrell Road (Temporary Road Closure!, 

Fran ton Order 2019 

The effed of ita order will te ic toe 3un rt tod, FYeran from 
ib p'ohhi wflh Storrmn tod inc |a t. cc >ulh Buret (tee :n 
.if .ehr-iir irafft 

•■lieauir.eraj-?. faFfi ci be cr.tlec .lt SMBoti tod. 
toef elc tod. Frcrsaec to aid ■.ten '.etsa hfaahrum 
Cu aicfi niTeiH'-fo^ From flSiMam 1 February 2D19 ji al 
23.53pm i5febrjar f -2013 [w such earlier aateas ibe 
works are composed nyk tieux&4;Sid](!pkj(ryl0l9. 


SECTION 14 OF THE FtOAD TRAFFIC REGULATION 
ACT 14&4 (AS AMENDED) - NOTICE OF MAKING 
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC RESTRICTION ORDER IN THE 
WALLASEY AREA 2015 

bane s hereby gwri ihi Y/rral Sarm^ C-aurml irtend :u make 
a TtTMfjrv Reid Trarfc fiegUman Oder uneersecdon ll cf 
de toiTraffo FeguLacn to lSfia as amended iy anon 1 md 
Schedule l of die tod faft (Temporary RisadonsjAE 1991 
and tf alonec eriiahng powers m enabie wortu cn w near te 
rims speared a" tie praMsed twridei ro iabe pfcce. Tie edeos 
cf ihe cf'fcr. ihe ebeiriaa.e rat* far wruaiir rrar sc ihe cat she 
ci do -cg Ties, rm Force mfo cs mmirrun c/ar.o" tsesoui beRhv. 
Hertford Road (Temporary Road Closure], 
Wallasey Order 2619 

Tie effeci of drs order wdl be in-dese Hertrd hue, Wafasey 
fr-ar cs 1 andicn svnh Stst^ris to Son a oaante cf 5 nercs in 
an caterty ererruT id al -.eTitulaj' fafit. 

■farrj^e rcLie- Trah t ed te -iwned vj Denon Drw, Hifdock. 
to aid ucp -rf^sa kAtumir I4rarv of re order , friar! jfiltttTi 
11 febrjary2D19 inofl ZiSSpm 17 Mach 2M9(or arheater d* 
as die wafs artsomstcea oyk Nmt&xs to&wpdri 


Unless otherwise stated, all Metropolitan Borough of Wirral Public Notices are published by Philip Me Court, Director of Governance and Assurance, Town Had. Brighton Street, Wallasey. Merseyside, CH44 SED. 


Taking Positive Steps 


To Prevent Falls 



CALL 0151 541 7709 TO BOOK 








































TO ALL 8 WIRRAL LEISURE FACILITIES! 


i. ' 


7 DAY 


7 DAY ACCESS 


f MON - FRI 
v 10am - 2pm 


SAT - SUN 
12pm - Close 




PER MONT 


IDEAL FOR CUSTOMERS WHO ARE FLEXIBLE TO 




Call or visit today 


In vigor 




END! 


DOWNLOAD K 

OUR APP 


MlftPh 


‘Terms and conditions apply 


0151 606 2010 

y 13® www.wirralleisure.co.uk 












































